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GIINTLEMEN, 
ing been call d to preach, and 
8 thro TImportunity oblig d to pul- 
h ſeveral Sermons already up- 
on theſe publick Occaſions ; I 
hoped indeed that F might have been ex- 
A 2 cuſed 


N 


1 
* 


| | D#Sb1eATron.. 


| ld the Printing this following Diſcos 
But, conſidering the Honour done it by an 
Uncommon Approbation from the Bench, 
| and the Unanimous Requeſt of ſuch ſincere 
Tous of Phet und rif.s\Gaod 

| for making it public, that it might (in Jour 
Opinion) become the more uſeful in the 

| Mord: I feard it migbt be interpreted 
| Want of a due Regard to ſuch an Appro- 
| bation and Requeſt. . Irefuſed. upon ſuch 
juſtifiable Motives, thus to contribute ſtill 

| further to promote the Tranquility of theſe 
| Kingdoms, and our Common Happineſs : 
| And, I was, 1 confe eſs, the more eaſily pre- 
| vail d upon to do this, finding my ſelf at 
| Liberty to take the Advantage of endea- 
3 1 vouring it mare e under ne Pro- 
teftion. © | 


. 
— 


3 As I have no private Views to ſupport 
| by any Thing advanced within the Com- 
© | | | paſs of this Diſcourſe; nor any Intereſt to 
| carry on beyond an. earneſt and hearty De- 
= CD fire to become Inſtrumental, according to 
C | mn Station and Power, in ſecuring the 
Publick 


Dan DAT. N. 


let Helfimcand it, upon which 
That of every parti - Perſon intirely de- 
pends: So, if by any Arguments laid down 

in the following Pages, 1 can be happy 
enough, either to convance ſuch Perſons of 
their Miſtakes, who oppoſe our obtaining 
theſe valuable Enjoyments thro. Humour or 
Prejudice; or caution the Ignorant and 
Unwary againſt being led aſtray from their 
Duty by the Craft and Subtilty of T hoſe, 
who lie in wait to deceive them with en- 
ticing Words, and Miſrepreſentations both 
of Perſons and Things; I ſhall thereby 
Hand poſſeſs d of my utmoſt Deſign and 
Expectations. 


By thus endeavouring to do my Duty, 
and become more ſerviceable to the Public, 
under your Commands and Authority, it 


will, you may believe, be no ſmall Satisfafti- 
on to me, to gain, at the ſame Time, a pro- 
per Opportunity of acknowledging my very 
great Obligations to Mr. High Sheriff; 
and likewiſe” thankfully owning the parti- 
cular Reſpect and Civilities ſhewn, by [o 
| | many 
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THE CIO which 
Wl introduced this Paſſage, 
was given by the grow- 


ing Differences, and fchoſd 
PF UnchriftianHears and Di- 
viſions, which had been 
. taiſed and artfully kept 
up amongſt the Jewiſh and the Gentile 
Believers, touching the Obſeryation of 
ſome Legal Rites and Tnffitutions. And 
how ſeafonable and proper” it is to ex- 
hort this Audience i in the fame pathetick 
Words, the many cauſelefs Animoſities 
and ea 1 Party-Quarrels, which 


have been e, an are, daily e 
— Wy" TRONNERY w 


S my 
* 
« 
"Ee Vo. 
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|  happen'd in our Days, but what Human 
Paſſions and the Nature of Things give 
| us Reaſon to thiak common to all Soci- 
eties of Men in every Age. But if the 
Beginning of Strife. be juſtly compared by 


Solomon, to the letting out of Mater; 
1 what can we reaſonably expect from the 
| Continuance and Progreſs of. arees 
B Variance, and bitter Envyings among 
| our ſelves, but Confuſion, Miſery, and 
every Evil Work: Tor prevent Which 
fatal threatning Miſchiefs naturally flow-. 
| ing from ſuch fruitful Springs, no Me- 
thods ſeem more juſt and reaſonable, 
® than endeavouring. to ſtifle all our angry 
Reſentments in the Birth, and leave sf” 
Contention before it be medaled with. En- 
deayours theſe, which will doubtleſs, and 
indeed can only be ſupported by a ſteady 
and conſciencious Regard to the Apoſtle s 
Advice, when directing the Chriſtians at 
Rome, to whom he wrote this Epiſtle, 
to follow after the Things which make for 
1 Peace. Which Words, being deſign d by 
St. Paul for the Benefit of ſuture Ages, 
and ęqually applicable to all Chriſtians 


—— — 


* Prov. xvii. 14. | as 
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as Members of Society will be. beſt ex 
plain d, and moſt — enlarg d up- 


on; at preſent, in the following Me: 
thod. ? umu 10 9 40 %. Hers 70 
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Firſt, By ſhewing whar are * ſeve⸗ 
ral Things, — F follow d after, will 
ſurely make for the Publick = and 
our Common Iatereſt. 

Secondly, By laying: before you the 
Ans which recommend 12 — en- 
force the following after theſe Important 


Things. And, iet 1 
1 Thirdly, By apply! ing theſe. general 
Confidesatontin fucha*Manner, as 


render the Whole of 
_ ro Our ſelves. ' 


Frome: Uſe and Be- 


9 Firſt then, 1 begin with 8 what 
are the ſeveral Things, which, if folow'd 
after, will ſurely make for the Publick 
Peace, and our Common Intereſt. Of 
theſe: 1 might mention great Variety: 
All of them very concluding; all very 
ſuitable and proper to my preſent Pur- 
poſe. But the better to avoid being 
thought tedious, I intend to confine my 
ſelf ro'theſe following: 

The Firſt which. I ſhall take Notice of 
upon this Occaſion is, the preſerving a 


dene Eſteem and Reverence for the Per- 
B ſon 


— 8 1 — 


the Ignorant and Unwary, Which will 


[16], 
— 


der wheſt Government: we live aha. are 
ateaed, as Suhjects, i according to the 


N tanding Laws of our Country. For nes 


thing tends more directly to fow Diviſion, 
and-undermine the Peace and Happineſs 
of - any Nation Wwhatſeever, than the 
Want of 2a propet -reverential Eſteem 
for the Wiſdom of the Prince, and a 
reaſonable; Fruſt and Configetice in the 
Integrity and Juſtice of all ſueh Perſons, 
as thall be at any Time put in Authai- 
ty under him. Hr: era 
If once the Subjects of any Govern- 
ment throw off ſuch a raaſan Eſteem 
and Conſidener; What Preſervative can 
poſſibly remain Afterwards, ſuſſieient to 
guard the Deſigns and Actions of the 
Prince from the: worſt; Oonſſructions: or 


prevent the Enemies af che State making 


thoſt Il Impreſſians upon the Minds of 


naturally corrupt their Prineiples, and 
alienate their Aſfections; and eonſè- 
quently give Sedirious Spitits both Op- 
portunity and Power to diſturb the Ad- 
miniſtration; and liſt ſuch a numerous 
Party in Support of their own Reſent- 


ments and Ambition, as may eaſily be 


prevailed upon to proceed ſrom one 
Degree of Jealouſy and Diſaſection to 
. an- 


1119 


another,, till. at laſt they appear i 


and even raiſe a Civil-War in 
els of the ir Country. M14 


ener 


Sa TE 


AS; in every Ki om the ie 
of che People are the: greateſt Strength 
ami Security of the Prince ſo che Con- 


ſidence which theſe repoſe in ſuch Per- 
— as are employ d 4 him, ought in 
aſon to be look d upon as the pro- 
per Meaſure of their Eſteem and Reve- 
rence: for Himſelf. All malicious — 
ſures and Aſper ſions therefore. eaſt up 
2 Miniſtry, muſt neceſſarily be allowed 
to end in the Diſhonour of the Prince 
becauſe; at the ſame Time, ſuggeſting, 
48 a Perſon of great Learning argues, that 
he is eicher Weak. in not ſeeing their 
Faults, or Wicked in permitting them, 
And ſuch Cenſures and Aſperſions are the 
more dangerous and prejudicial to the 
Publick Peace, as being generally, if not 
always, diſguiſed and ſpread among the 
People, under loud Declarations of Af- 
ſection for the Perſon and Intereſt of 
the Prince Himſelf, By which treache- 
rous Behaviour his Government is weak- 
en d, and his Subjects led into Mur- 
murings, and oſten into Rebellion, whilſt 
he charitably thought himſelf ſecure 5 
n geg - ran 
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ſures as tend to 


tion and Society there are many weak 


[1 124 
2 Second Thing conducive. te che 
Peace and Happineſs of tlieſe King- 
doms is, the avoiding all ſueh Mea- 
ſupport the Intereſt 
and ambieieus Views of faQolis, 'reſt: 
leſs and deſigning Men. In every Na- 


and credulous Perſons; and an 2 
if not a greater Number reſtleſs in 
their Nature, | and in their . Conduct 
ſubtil and deſigning. The former are 
in our Saviour's Language ſent our, 
and conſequently muſt live as Sheep 
amongſt Wolves; and few of them are 
able at all Times to follow his Ad. 


vice of being Wiſe as Serpents, and 
Harmleſs as Doves. Since therefore 


they are unavoidably plac'd in the Midſt 
of ſo many and great Dangers, and for 
want of true Judgment and Reſolution 
in all the various Occurrences of Life, 
muſt conſtantly be expoſed to the Craft 
and Treachery of ſuch Perſons as are 
practis d in all the Arts of Subtilty 
and Deluſion; it becomes them to be 


more eſpecially thoughtful and cauti- 


ous, left by a miſplaced Charity in ſuſ- 
pecting no Evil where None viſibly ap- 
pears, they be Artfully led into ſuch 
Counſels and Meaſures, as thoſe pre- 
ſumptuous Sons of Deceit and Vio- 
J. . lence 


[13 J 
lence putſue, Who daily turn Religion 
into Rebellion, and Faith into Faction; 
and in Conſequence thereof, be carry d 
on by leiſurely Steps, and inſenſible 
Degrees, to thoſe fatal Extremes, to 
which, at their firſt ſetting out, they 
thought it morally impoſſible for them 
ever to arrive. 

Upon the Danger and Evil Conſe. 
n of ſuch a miſtaken Conduct 
whoſoever reflects ſerioufly, may eaſi- 
ly ſee what proper Inſtruments Men of 
honeſt Intentions and little Experience 
in the World are, for factious and de- 
ſigning Men, of greater Craſt and Sub. 
rilty, to work with in all Caſes: And 
how very cautious all Perſons, whoſe 
Deſigns are Juſt and Upright, oughr 
ro ſhew themſelves, left they happen to 
be blinded: by falſe Suggeſtions; and then 
practis d upon by ſuch as labour to 
deceive the Unthinking into Diſloyal 
Schemes, under ſpecious Pretences of fery- 
ing their Country, and reforming Publick 
Grievances. Very applicable therefore in 
the preſent Caſe is that Advice of Solo- 
mon, * Let thine Eyes look ri 6 on, and 
thine Bye- Lias t fer efore © thee. 
Ponder th the Path of thy 4 Her et ; ſo ſhall all 
thy A ars be aal 4. Turn not to the 


* Prov. iv. 25, 26, 27. 


T Ricks 


[14], 
Ruſh or to the teme ae 
Foot from Evil. 

Once more, What will further cot 
bute to the Publick Peace and our Com- 
mon Intereſt is, che leading a Life of 
Piety and Religion, according to the 
Rules of the. Goſpel. It was the 
Want of true Piety and. Religion that 
hath made Nations and different Socie- 
ties ſo full of Animoſities, Strife, and 
Diſſention in all Ages; and becauſe Diſ- 
ſimulation and many other ſuch Inſtan- 
ces of Iniquity have abounded, there - 
fore Diviſion and Party-Quarrels, Com- 
ſuſion and every Evil Work have been 
raiſed and — and the Arts of 


Peace lain too much neglected en, 
them. 


From whence N * Ware and Fight- 
s amongſt you, ſays the ſtle St. 
9 to the Chriſtians: of 1 Time? 
Come they not hence, even of your Luſts 
which War in your Members? Where- 
as the Practice of true Piety, and a 
due Regard to the Precepts of Re- 
ligion, naturally tend to correct Mens 
Paſſions, and mortify all thoſe inordinate 
Luſts, from whence ſuch Wars and Fight- 
ings, Animoſities and Strife originally 
proceed. And if the —̃ñ of eve- 


James iv. 1. 


ry 


[ 15 ] 


ry: Kingdom, if the Members of each 
ity wou'd order their whole 


Converſation according to the Rules of 


the Go] [3 | uch a Chriſtian Behaviour 
cou d ſo far ſoften their Hearts, and en- 
arge their Affections one towards an- 
other, that Men of the moſt differing 
Parties wou d all agree at leaſt in govern- 


ing themſelves hy that Equitable Rule of 


aon, in all Cafes to each at ber, as they, 
in therr-reſpettive Stations, may reaſe 


deſere to. be treated. And under fuch 4 
flouri 


ſhing State of Vertue; when the 
Divine Laws and Precepts of the Goſpel 
are thus carefully obſerved; doubtleſs 
the Wark M Righteouſneſs wilt be Peace, 
and the Efe of Righteouſneſs, Quict 
and Aſſurance, to every ſuch Religious 
Society | 3 
Religion will make Perſons, tho not 
alrogether of one Mind and judgment, 
yer ſo much of one and the ſame Tem- 
per, as not eaſily to become fierce, pro- 
voking, or injurious to each other; and 
true Piety will teach them to be quiet 
and peaceable, and to mind their own 
proper Buſineſs, without concerning 
themſelves in any of thoſe bitter Envy- 
ings. or uncharit able Cenſures, which 
can be of no other Uſe but to widen the 
Publick Differences, and diſturb and o- 
; verthrow 
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e lo aero; Loom (has KK, 
verthrow the moſt happy National Re: 
poſe. Having thus endeavourd to make 
you ſenſible what are the ſeveral Things, 
which, F follow'd after, will ſurely make 
for the Publick Peace and bur Common 
Intereſt; my next Buſineſs is to lay 
before you, under m on 
Second Head, the Arguments which 
recommend and enforce the following af- 
fer theſe important Things. This Ex 
preſſion of followime after implies, that 
the Things which for Pear often 
fly before thejr Purſuers; and are felgogy 
or never attain'd to without ſome Diffi- 
culry and Pains. For which Reaſon, St. 
Paul, in the former Part of this Epiſtle, 
preſſes a Purſuit after the Things which 
make for Peace with a double Empha- 
ſis: F it be poſſible, as much as lies in 
you, live peaceable with all Men. What 
Concern all. Orders and Degrees of Men 
in theſe Kingdoms have to be fincere 
and vigorous in the Purſuit of ſuch 
Things, will evidently appear ; whether 
we conſider the Miſchiefs and EN Con- 
ſequences which Faction and Animoſi- 
ties, Diſſention and Party Rage, intro- 
duce in every Kingdom where they pre- 
vail: Or impartially ſuryey the Precepts 
and Injunctions of the Chriſtian Religi- 


* _F "= — 


* ieh... * 
* Rom, xi. 18, 
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on? Or r eee, upon ehe Na- 
ture and Obligation "of thoſe ſolemm 
Oaths of Altegtinee, f 57 Whick Perſons 
of all Conditions habe bound theppſeldes 
to te Powers in being: 
te. What Miſchiefs and Evil Conſe- 
quences, Faction and Ahifnöſities, Diſ- 
ſention and Party Ra ge introduce where 
they prevail, is hardly in the Power of 
Words to expreſs, of the Strengeh HE T- 
1 FTis a general 
Maxim laid dewn by our Saviour, that 
* Every Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, 
is brought" to Deſolation; the Miſchiefs 
whereof no! diſtance Images are fuffictents 
y ſtrong and moying to repreſent juſtly, 
and can fully be underſtood by thoſe on- 
ly, who: are unhappy enough to ſee and 
feel the Confuſion and Miſery Which 888 
turally follow ſuck fatal Deſolation. 
:0What Perſon, not wRoIIy loſt to Hu- 
matiity and Tenderneſs, can, without 
the 1 Pity and Aſtoniſnment, re- 
the wy and Sufferings 
1 the 7 cui ſb Nation, in Con- 
ſequende of. Ae Civil Diſſention and 
Inteſtine Fed ? Sufferings much reat- 
er chan Poſterity can form any juſt No- 
tions of; and ſuch Miſery, 125 % oe. 
pus, as fur omen — 4 . 2 "Os 
| "ITT HT ai ag | *&zY 


Wo * — Fr 4% 
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T8] 
Calamity . Which Manie brew before: 
3 acgording to the Apoſtle; *we 


= goed Reaſan to believe chat tho 


Hiſtory. of cheſe Qceutrrences, uo leſs 
than That of other Things 


ee ere 
$0 DD Mag purpoſely 
Written fot che Admonition and Beneſi of 
Future Ages doubtleſs every other Na+ 
tion ought to che inſtructed by cheſe - 
42 (luis wh Wiſdom at the Expen 
: mefancholly: but uſeful —— 
The ame Cadſes Will always, in 
the Natural Courſe and Connexion of 
Things, produce the Very ſame Effects. 
If. re any Nation or Society will 
make it their Buſineſs fo bite and devour 
ene. andihen; they maſk una voidably be 
070 of another „ Or; : which is E- 
Ne miſchievous, be ſooner or later 
oured, of the: Commun” Enemy. tnt 
What permieigus Iaflnenee, Divifion 
and Party-Quarrels have already had, 
upon SI Quiet and Happineſs of theſe 
Kingdoms, very IS if any — Bae 
preſont, need to be inform di What fur- 
ther MiGhiefs: ſi ſuch Meafures may bring 
__y 40 2 — 
continue to neglect the. 
to their Peace, God only knows. Ho 
WC tis caly\ to foreſee, withour:.che 
Spirit of Frophefy, fuch fatal Confe- 


ey * Rom. XY. 4. 


quences 


65 


- werent , Diſcord and 
action, We the Heſe | happen to 
vail, as may reaſonably 2 55 all the 


| e of 'this Land itt t reſpeQive 
Stario6ns; tv let all Bifrerntſs and Wrath, 
and Clamonr and Evil Speaking, be put 
from them, with all Malice; and 
make it their only conſtant Emulation, 
who halt moſt” fincerely endeavour 2 
berg the. Unity of the Spit in the Bond 
of Peace. As will further appear, 
4 2 If we impartially furvey the 
0 ecepts and Injunctions of the Chriſti- 
an 


For rheſe, like the Exam- 
Actions of the Holy Feſus theit 
Author, were inſtituted oft Hues poſe to 


ſuppreſs all Malice, Wrath, Sedition and 
Revenge; and, according to that Predi- 


ckion of the Heavenly Choir at his Na- 
— fo Fiat Peace — ee Earth, and 


. peg 0 Xo confine all 
Orders and Conditions of Men, in a qui- 
et and peaceable Way, to the proper Bu- 
ſineſs of thofe Places and Stations, to 
whieh the Divine Providence harh been 
pleaſed to appoint them ; and expresſſy 
aſſigt to the Higher Powers fuch'a De- 
gree of Fear, and Honour, and Reve- 

rence from their Subjects, as ought, by 
the common Rules of Juſtice and Rea- 


G'S” ſon, 


20 
ſon, to. be ſufficient at all Times to guard 
the Perſon, Authority and Adminiſtrati - 
on of Princes, from all Seditious Practi- 
ces and Illegal Deſigns. And the better 
to ſupport. theſe Higher. Powers in the 
Diſcharge of that Important Truſt, which 
the Almighty hath committed to them, 

from the Riorous Aſſemblies of the Ig- 
norant, and the Uncharitable Cenſures 
of the more Wiſe and Knowing in Pub- 
lick Matters; the Precepts of the Goſ- 
pel have declared all Government, by 
its Original Inſtitution, to be the Ords- 
nance of God, and appointed that all ſuch 
Perſons. Who * refs N the Powers in being, 
ſhall receiut to themſelves Danmation./ | 

To follow after the Thi ugs which 
make for the. Publick „ is an In- 
ſtance of Loyalty enjoin d by the Do- 
ctrines of Jeſus Chriſt and Obedience 
to Governours in all lawful Caſes, as 
much a Subjects Duty, and the neceffary 
Means of Salvation, as any particular 
Grace or Vertue which the Goſpel any 
where preſeribes. Wherefore Men of e- 
very Rank and Condition cannot, if 
they will act ſuitably to the Laws and 
Precepts of Chriſtianity, but think them - 
ſelves oblig d ta lh quiet and peaceable 
Lives in all Godlineſs and N AE Fas 
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eue was the dying Legacy of our dear 
- Redeemer to his Difciples, whoſe Goſpel 
is the Word of Reconciliation: And ſo, 
as the Apoſtle argues, * is the Mill of God, 
that ſome Perſons ſhould bear Rule in e- 
very Kingdom, whilſt others live in Sub- 
jection + for the Lords. ſale; whether it be 
to: the King "as Supreme, or unto Gover- 
nous, as unto them that are put in Authorit 
by, him.) The Reaſonableneſs of which 
Subjection, with reſpect to the People of 
this Nation, will evidently appear, 

zdly, If we reflect ſeriouſly upon the 
Nature and Obligations of tlioſe ſolemn 
Oaths of Allegiance, by which Perſons of 
all Conditions have bound themſelves to 
the Powers in being. That Oaths of Al- 
legiance have been too much neglected 
heretofore by Perſons of every Degree and 
Station, the many undutiful Attempts 
made againſt the Government, as Oppor- 
tunities offer d, ſufficiently evidence. But, 
they have, I am ſenſible, been thought the 
leſs binding in the preſent Reign, partly 
from thofe flattering Indulgencies which 
ſome deſigning Men have pretended ſuffi- 
cient Power 'to diſpenſe ; and partly from 
the Influence and III Examples of ſuch 
Perſons, : who, if we may judge of their 
Thoughts by their Behaviour, appear to 
take Theſe rather ro ſerve their own Inte- 


— 


TPM > Cor. v. 19. T 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. 
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reſt, or cover ſome Ill Deſighs.againſt the 
Government, than with any View or In- 
N to give proper Aſſurances of Fide- 
| legiance to the Powers in being. 
2 "Hue — ſuch Perſons who either volun- 
y offer themſelves, or are lawfully 
5 to take an Oath in any Caſe: whar- 
ſoever, ought to conſider that direct and 
ſolemn 2 al which is always made in 
every ſuch ch Oath to Almighty God the 
Searcher of all Hearts; at once to j 
of the Truth and Uprightneſs of their In- 
tentions, and to aſſiſt or diſappoint them in 
all their future Undertakings, as they ſhall 
perform or neglect the reſpective Oath 
adminiſtred to them. It was Solomons Ad- 
vice to Subjects in general 10 keep the 
King's Commandment in regard to the-Oath 
of the Lord. And a greater than Solomon, 
even the Almighty himſelf, hath expresfly 
declared, that no Perſon | whatſoever + 
ſhall be held Guilileſs, that taketh the Nome 
of God in vain. 
27 Subject indeed is, ſtrictly G 
ng, at Libert wy to take or refuſe the feve- 
ra Oaths rendered to him by the Govern- 
ment he lives under, as his Conſcience 
upon marure and ſerious. Deliberation ſhall 
direct him: And with what Honeſty and 
Truth every Oath of that, or any other 
Nature is taken, muſt: be left to every 
* Eetef. viii. 2. f Exod. xx. 7. 
| | Man's 
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Man's Oonſcience in the Sight of God, 
from whom no Intentions or Deſires can 
E be concealed. But when any Man 
aath given ſuch a W ſacred Pledge 
af his Allegiance to the Higher Powers; 
no other Power upon Earth can abſolve 
him from, or diſpenſe with this ſtrict Ob- 
ligation, whilſt nothing is requir'd of him, 
by Virtue of this Obligation, inconſiſt- 
ent wick the Commands of God, or con- 
trary to the ſtanding Laws of his Country. 
A Thing which I heartily wiſh. all thoſe 
Perſons wou d ſeriouſly conſider, who 
lately gave che like Aſſurances of Ho- 


nour, Reverence, and Submiſſion to the 


. 
nefir to Our ſelves“ Nou have heatd 
what Meaſures will moſt effectüally — 
mote our Publick Peace, and what ſtrict 
Obligations we are All under to purfite 
theſe reaſdnable Meaſures. Seeing tliere- 
fore o know theſe Things, How can any 
Perſon of Reaſon and Thought amongſt 
us anſwer it either to Almighty God 
or his on Conſcience, if he neglects to 
ſtand corrected in his Errors by 5 
ſeaſonable Admonitions; and thereupo 
ſhew himſelf/ ſo fully Lotivificed: of the 
Truth of what hath Nen delivered, as to 
uſe his utmoſt Diligence to follow our Sa- 
viout's Advice; "by Having Satt;- that is, 
Spiritual Wifdom in HIP ah "Peace 
with his Fellow Subjects. a 218 Der 
When the preſent Situation of Affairs 
Abroad promiſes ſuch a ſpeedy and Alung 
Peace amongſt all the Powers of 
to the Advantage and Happineſs of these 
Kingdoms, if preventing the Effuſion of 
Britih Blood and ſecuring our Trade be 
any Advantage and Happineſs ; what other 
Contention' will become all true Lovers 
of their Country, than only who ſhall ſhew 
the greateſt Zeal in cultivating the Arts 
of Peace and Good Neighbourhood, and 
ſtrive moſt Earneſtly to allay that Storm of 
popular Fury and DBiſcontent àmidſt which 
the Comeiioticwealth, like ſome Aileen 


Veſſel 


3 
Veſſel in a deep and hollow Sea, hath 
been long toſs d, and driven uncertainly. 
By this Time, after © fruitleſs 
 Endeayours, one might reaſo expect 
that even ſuch Perſons as delight moſt to 
fiſh in troubled Waters, and have labour d 
more abundaatly to weaken the Admini- 
ſtration, and undermine the Government, 
ſhould, aſter ſuch various Attempts to ſo 
little Purpoſe, become ſick of their Folly ; 
and fo tired and diſcouraged by their un- 
profitable Schemes, as to be defirous of 
fitting down quietly every one under his own 
Vine and ÞFig-tree; and even glad to recon- 
cile themſelves at laſt ro a merciful Prince, 
and their injured Fellow - Subjects, by lay- 
ing aſide all Envy and Uncharitableneſs, 
Revenge and Prejudice, and uniting like 
true Churchmen and good Chriſtians to pro- 
mote Peace, and Brotherly-Love without 
We live under the Protection and Go- 
vernment of a Prince, who deſires to reign 
in the Affections of his Subjects, and to 
rule a willing People; and hath taken the 
-propereſt Method to ſecure the utmoſt 
Love and Honour from all reaſonable Men, 
by ſhewing, in every Step of his wiſe and 
gracious Conduct, that he hath no private 
Views or Intereſt to carry on ſeparate 
-from the general Good and Happineſs of 
the Nation; in providing for which he 
| "0 | em- 
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employs all his Thoughts, his Time, and 
his Endeavours. And the better to prove 
his Inclination and Readineſs to do Good 
to Mankind as he meets with Opportuni- 
ty, he does not only lay out himſelf thus 
graciouſly for the Benefit of his own Sub- 
jects; but hath extended his Thoughts 
and Concern, in a ſingular Manner, to the 
diſtreſs d Proteſtants in the Palatinate. 
Sweden hath likewiſe ſeaſonably felt the 
cheering Influences of his Protection and 
Friendſhip. And what the Empire owes 
to the Power of his Counſels and Arms, a 
little Time will produce very ample Te- 
ſtimony. * 

Theſe are Inſtances of a Godlike Diſpo- 
ſition and Royal Chariry indeed. And 
ſuch Compaſſion and Fayour to diſtant 
Sufferers, may abundantly ſuffice to give 
us a ſure Dependance upon the Truth of 
his Majeſty's Declaration from the Throne, 
That the Safety and Happineſs of theſe 
Kingdoms to which we belong, hall be the 
principal Care of his Life. Eſpecially when 
we conſider that in order to make his un- 
weary'd Care and Endeavours the more 
effectual to this Purpoſe, he hath wiſely 
made Choice of an honeſt and faithful 
Miniſtry, whom their very Enemies them 
ſelves, if they regard Truth or their 
own Character, muſt acknowledge to be 
in all Reſpects well qualify'd for their re- 
| | ſpective 
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thoſe Adyantages ſhou'd not always be 
procured to the Nation by their Counſels 
and Endeavours, which we may reaſona- 
bly wiſh for, and the State and Circum- 
ſtances of Affairs occaſionally require; 
theſe every unprejudic d Perſon will upon 
1 find to have been interrupted by, 
and ought in Reaſon ro be charg d in Ac- 
count to Nothing ſo much as to our Civil 
Diſſentions, and our inteſtine Fewds. | 
- Surely then no Perſon or Body of Men, 
unleſs ſuch as are abandon'd to Vice and 
_ Miſchief, can be influenced by any Mo- 
tives to treat ſuch a Sovereign undutifully : 
And may we not conclude it contrary to 
the Rules of Equity and Juſtice, to ſpread 
malicious Cenſures, evil Suſpicions, and 
groundleſs Fears, amongſt the People, a- 
gainſt thoſe who are intruſted with the 
Publick Adminiſtration, merely becauſe all 
Things ſucceed not according to our With- 
es? When None of the wiſeſt and moſt 

| knowing Men amongſt theſe preſumptuous 
and ſelf-will d Deſpiſers of Government, 
have proper Opportunities of viewing the 
Springs, or entering into the Reaſon and 
Foundation of Publick Counſels : And if 
they had, and were honeſt and impartial, 
wou'd doubtleſs be only the more ſenſibly 
.convinced of the Wiſdom and Juſtice by 
which-theſe are all directed; and * a 
: 5 4 ue 
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due Reſleckiom be foreed to acknowledge; | 
that by their going on to vilify and ; 
by 8 — 
2 


evil of thoſe Gon — without 

or \Reaſon, what the Prophet charges 
2 with upon another Occaſion,” will be 
ſtrictly verify'd in their own fooliſh and 
7 2 — * Oh Iſrael, thou haſt 

roy ft elf! n | | 

82 aa {ods and Appetites are the 
Chief Parents of Faction and Diſcerd, which 
Religion alone hath ſufficientPower to cor- 
rect, and bring into Subjection to the Rules 
of the Goſpel; and theſe Enemies to Order 
and Peace, if artfully manag d by reſtleſs 
and deſigning Spirits, will always more or 
leſs obſtruct the moſt regular Adminiſtra- 
tion; and throw ſuch Difficulties in the Way 
ro prevent the Succeſs of Publick Mea- 
ſures, as the wiſeſt Counſels can't foreſee, 
nor the utmoſt Thought and Diligence ea- 
ſily ſurmount. Does it not therefore become 
all true Lovers of Peace, eſpecially thoſe 
of Power and Influence in the World, to 
recommend and encourage the .conſtant 
Practice of Vertue, and do their utmoſt ro 
prevent all Decay of Publick Strength and 
Proſperity, and all Thoſe Murmurings and 
Complaints which are more than whiſper d 
in every Corner of our Streets; by ſhewing 
themſelves bright Examples of perfect Sin- 
cerity and undiſſembled Vertue; and there- 
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„ 
by endeavouring to put all ochers, within . 

— and Influence of ſuch Examples, , nn 
upon fearing Cad, and keeping his Com- . 
mundments ; which Solomon, whom the Scrip- 
ture mentions as the greateſt Prince and 
the wiſeſt Man, declares to be the proper 
* <Duty and Buſmeſs of all Men living, ac- e 
cording to their Knowledge and Power. . 

- Wiſe Counſels, ſupported by numerous 
Fleets and Armies, are indeed a good Bul- 
wark and Defence to a Nation againſt Fo- 

reign Powers: But, unleſs Religion ſubdue 
_ thoſe Paſſions, and bring thoſeunruly Luſts 
into Subjection, from whence all Malice, 
Diſcord, and bitter Envyings proceed; 
Human Strength alone will avail little for 
the preſerving the common Peace and 
Happineſs of any People, whilſt that Re- 
ply of Zehu to King Foram is Juftly ap- 
plicable to them; + H/hat Peace fo long as 
the Whoredoms of thy Mother Jezebel, and 
her Witchcrafts are ſo many? 

We have all the proper Materials for 
Safety and Happineſs in our Hands; and 
no Power upon Earth can interrupt, 
much leſs deſtroy, theſe valuable Enjoy- 
ments, unleſs we Ourſelves, like the in- 

fatuated Jews, contribute to our own 

Ruin by our Sins and Diviſions. Many a 

Time did that Obſtinate People provoke the 

Holy One of Iſrael to Anger, and were fre- 
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quent ſpared | when. they deſerud Puniſh- 
— But when neither Mercies a 
Judgments would produce in them worthy 
Fruits of Conſideration and Penitence-; 
he gave them up | to: their-own vain Ima- 
ginations and Counſels, and ent them 
ſtrong Deluſion. By which means the 
Ignorant and Unwary were blindly led 
away by the more ſubtle and deſigning 
Men amongſt them; till the whole City 
of Jeruſalem, according to Jaſephus, was 
divided into ſuch Variety of Sects and 
Parties, that their Deſtruction was evident- 
ly more owing to their own Impiety and 
Givil Diſcord; than to the Policy or Force 
of the Roman Army. The Conſideration 
whereof made the ſame Hiſtorian thus 
expreſs Himſelf, in Pity; and Compaſ- 
ſion to their melancholly State. Oh miſera- 
ble People | What have you ſuffered from the 
Romans comparable towhat you have brought 
upon your ſelues? Whence are you to date your 
lavery, but from your own ſeditions Country- 
men? If therefore this favourite People, to 
whom the Almighty wazted long to be gra- 
cious, were at laſt in juſt Judgment made 
the Executioners of the Divine Vengeance 
upon themſelves; ſurely that Obſervation 
recorded by a wiſe Heathen upon the like 
Occaſion deſerves our Notice, Happy are 
They whom other Men's Misfortunes per- 
ſuade to Reaſon and Caution 


There 


e 
There is indeed too much Ground to 
fear that this Nation will never be Entirely 
free from Men of reſtleſs and diſcontent- 
ed Spirits, who will daily make it their 
Buſineſs to oppoſe and diſtreſs the Govern- 
ment, whilſt they want a Share in the 
Publick Counſels and Adminiſtration ; 
and that with them many weak and un- 
thinking People will readily joyn to ſup- 
port their. Ambitious Views, as the two 
Hundred Men followed Abſalom from Je- 
ruſalem t Hebron; who went along with 
the Multitude, ſays the Scripture, in the 
Simplicity of their Hearts, & without con- 
ſidering the Nature or looking into the 
Conſequences of the Meaſures they were 
called to ſupport. | 

From the unhappy Conduct of ſuch Per- 
ſons who have been occaſionally led aſtray 
by the Craft and Subtlety of theſe De- 
ceivers, we, and all other Perſons who 
fincerely defire the Quiet and Happineſs 
of their Country, may evidently ſee the 
Reaſonableneſs of f marking all thoſe, ac- 
cording to St. Pauls Direction, upon 
the like Occaſion, who thus cauſe Diviſion, 
' contrary to right Reaſon and their Duty; 
and ought likewiſe to learn, from the Con- 
ſideration of thoſe Miſchiefs which attend 
the following a Party. in the Purſuit of 
their own private Views and Intereſt, to 
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. wu 
Tae out whole ungerne ag „ 
; ſtadying to be quaet, ro mimi our proper Buſine 
1:8 | in out feiere Stations 1 a 
1 countehance, or ſo much as fiften with Plea- 
ſure to any malicious Cenfures or ground- 
lels Jealouſics againſt rhoſe in Authority. 

If we ſteadily purſue theſe Meaſures, 

and act in all Cafes according to theſe a- 
eable Rules; Our Feruſalem will become 
the a City that is compatt together, againſt 
which no Weapon formed ſball proſper. In 
every et thus at Unity within it ſelf, 
Mercy and Truth ſhall meet together, and 
Righteouſneſs and Peace ſhall 'kis each o- 

tber. Peace ſhall flouriſh within our Walls, 

and Plenteouſneſs appear in every Houſe and 
Family. And under the Care of the Divine 
Providence, and the Conduttof fuch an ex- 
cellent Prince as we are at preſent bleſſed 
with, we ſhall proceed ſecurely fromStrength 
to Srength, and from one Degree of Proſ- 
perity to another; till we arrive to a firm 
and laſting Eſtabliſhment, equal to that of 
Mount Zion, which the Royal Pſalmiſt 
declares, * may not be removed; but ftandeth 
Faſt for ever. Very properly then may 1 
leave the Whole upon you in the Apoſtles 
Words; Let us therefore follow after the 
. . Things which make for Peace. - 
SY * P/aim. cxxv. 1. a 2 
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